P.
oryzae. Rice stem nematode, Ditylenchus angustus causes a severe disease of rice known as ufra (2, 3, 9) . The devastating disease can cause up to 40-60% yield loss under Bangladesh conditions (8) .
This nematode is noted as an obligate parasite of Oryza plant only (5) . To conduct research on various aspects of ufra disease including its inoculation of experimental unit with a pure culture of nematode is essential but under natural condition it may not be feasible to produce pure inocula of the nematode on rice plants because Aphelenchoides besseyi, another foliar nematode attacks young leaves of rice plants and causes white tip disease (8) . To produce pure culture of the nematodes, their cultivation on fungal culture in vitro is considered to be an effective methods (4, 6) . Reports on artificial culture of D. angustus is scanty (1) . However, other species of Ditylenchus are possible to grow in vitro on fungal hosts (4, 6) . RATHAIAH reported that the population of D. angustus was higher in boots of rice plants which had blast lesions (10) . This information indicates that the nematode can also feed and multiply on the causal fungus of blast, Pyricularia oryzae. 
RESULTS

AND DISCUSSION
Fungal hosts of D. angustus: Among the seven fungi tested as hosts of D. angustus, C. oryzae, D. oryzae, E. purpurascens, P. oryzae and R. solani were suitable hosts of the nematode. It could not survive and reproduce on A. tenuis and F. semitectum. The highest rate of multiplication was on E. purpurascens followed by R. solani, C. oryzae, D. oryzae and P. oryzae. Population of the nematode recorded on E. purpurascens significantly higher compared to other fungi except R.
solani which yielded statistically similar number of nematodes as compared E. purpurascens. Their populations also were statistically similar on C. oryzae and R. solani, but these two fungi yielded significantly higher number of nematodes compared to D. oryzae and P. oryzae. The difference between populations of the nematode on D. oryzae and P. oryzae was significant. C.
oryzae, E. purpurascens and R. solani were equally effective to produce eggs of D. angustus, and they yielded significantly higher number of eggs compared to D. oryzae and P. oryzae.
Significantly lower numbers of nematodes and eggs were produced on the culture of P. oryzae as compared to other fungi (Table 1) . (Fig. 1 A) and a nematode trapping fungus, Dactylaria sp. (Fig. 1 B) were observed on the body of some specimens. It indicated that some kinds of bacteria and nematode trapping fungi may be associated with the nematodes. If such contaminated nematodes are used for inoculation, they may be introduced into the culture flasks along with the inocula and can cause contamination of the host culture resulting in failure of in vitro culture of D. angustus. The nematode trapping fungus also attacked D. angustus cultured on fungal hosts and kill them in vitro (Fig. 1 B) . Therefore, during collection of inocula for in vitro culture of D. angustus, precautions must be taken to avoid those contamination problems.
